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ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY
BACKGROUND

On December 3, 1984, the City of Moreno Valley was incorporated as a general law city led by a City Council-Manager form of government.  Prior to incorporation, the City of Moreno Valley consisted of 42 square miles and a population of 49,702 people. As of December 2016, the City includes 51.56 square miles with a population of 207,675 people. 

The City adopted its first General Plan in 1988.  The General Plan was comprehensively amended and updated on July 11, 2006. The current General Plan recognizes the community’s diverse population, distinct residential neighborhoods, neighborhood and regional commercial activities, industrial potential and recreational amenities.

This document constitutes an annual report to the Planning Commission and City Council, and subsequent submittal to the Office of Planning and Research and State Department of Housing and Community Development, as required by state law on the updates of programs and policies in the General Plan.  The document includes major projects, General Plan amendments, a Housing Program Status Report and a thorough review of existing goals, policies, objectives and programs of the General Plan. As the City did not provide an Annual Report for 2015, this Annual Report includes projects and information from January 2015 through and up to December 2016.

The following is a summary of the current adoption status of the different required elements of the General Plan:

· Circulation Element (2006)

· Community Development Element (2006)

· Conservation Element (2006)

· Housing Element (2014)

· Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element (2006)

· Safety and Noise Element (2006)
ANALYSIS

Government Code Section 65400

California Governments Code Section 65400 requires that the annual report be made to the legislative body on the status of the General Plan and progress towards its implementation, including activity towards its share of regional housing needs. State law requires the following:

A) A General Plan Annual Report shall be provided by April of each year to the City Council, the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) ; and

B) A status of the General Plan and progress in its implementation shall be provided in the General Plan Annual Report;  and

C) Progress in meeting its share of the regional housing needs pursuant to Section 65584 of the Government Code shall be provided in the General Plan Annual Report.

Annual Review and Housing Program Summary Report

Pursuant to State Law, the Annual Report and Review of the City of Moreno Valley General Plan reports the progress in implementing the General Plan to the City Council. The City of Moreno Valley’s Annual Report includes the following items:

1. A list of Major Accomplishments from January 2015 to December 2016

2. A list of General Plan Amendments from January 2015 to December 2016

3. Appendix A – Moreno Valley General Plan Complete List of Goals and Policies, which provides a status report of the 2006 General Plan goals, policies, objectives and programs towards implementing the City’s blueprint for land use development.

4. Housing Program Status Report includes the City’s progress made in meeting its share of regional housing needs pursuant to State Government Code Section 65584.

Moreno Valley General Plan – Goals, Objectives, Policies and Programs

The current 2006 General Plan Appendix A describes goals and policies in a comprehensive document providing the goal/policy number, a description of each goal and policy, a discussion on implementation status and the party responsible for carrying out each item.

· A goal is defined as a broad vision of what the community wants to achieve or provide to residents, landowners and business owners.  It is a statement of a desired condition based on community values.  Goals are general in nature and usually timeless.

· A policy is a specific statement that guides decision-making.  It indicates a commitment of the City to a particular course of action. A policy is based on and assists to implement the goal.
The General Plan Annual Report also includes objectives leading up to the goal/policy as well as an update on existing programs.
General Plan Update

The State Office of Planning and Research (OPR) recommends that cities update their General Plan every ten (10) years.  The City or Moreno Valley  last completed an update to its General Plan on July 11, 2006, and is preparing for a comprehensive General Plan update in the next two to three years.  The General Plan update is an extensive process that would include various public meetings involving City staff, commissions and extensive community outreach.  Any update would most probably be subject to several public hearings before the Planning Commission and City Council. The cost and work involved with the update would be extensive.

Momentum MoVal, the City of Moreno Valley’s recently adopted strategic plan represents the results of active engagement by Moreno Valley residents and the City Council in charting the community’s course into the future. Adopted on August 16, 2016, Momentum Moval, in part, provides a course of action for the City’s next comprehensive General Plan update. This includes Objective 1.9 to “Ensure the City’s General Plan articulates the vision of how Moreno Valley wants to evolve over time, and provides an orderly and predictable process through which this vision is developed and implemented, including new attention to economic development, sustainability, public health, and innovation”.

Four (4) initiatives have been adopted with this effort to assist in preparing for and completing the comprehensive General Plan Update. This includes two (2) initiatives related to the completion of the General Plan Annual Report.  Initiative 1.9.1 requires the preparation of a General Plan Annual Report to the City Council before April 1, 2017 that explains how current land use decisions relate to adopted goals, policies and other implementation measures, and as appropriate, identifies necessary course adjustments consistent with the Strategic Plan. Initiative 1.9.2 includes the formation of a working group of key City staff to research and evaluate the current General Plan adopted in 2006 as a prerequisite to initiating a comprehensive update of the General Plan.  Both items are to be completed in a one year time frame. This effort is being led by Community Development Planning staff  who have been fully engaged with members of various internal departments/divisions in providing General Plan feedback occurring over the past four months October 2016 through January 2017, which activity is planned to continue through completion of the desired update.  
Additional initiatives included in the City’s Strategic Plan articulate a plan of action to  completion of the comprehensive General Plan update.  This includes Initiative 1.9.3, which “includes consideration of incremental set aside of funding in the annual budget development  in anticipation of future General Plan update and Initiative 1.9.4, which calls for “conducting the comprehensive update of the City’s General Plan and supporting environmental document, including all mandatory elements (except the Housing Element, which was updated in 2014) an Economic Development Element, and other desired optional Elements as authorized by the City Council.” An additional new Elements under consideration with the next comprehensive update is a Healthy Cities Element. Incorporation of environmental justice considerations and information, where warranted, per in new planning legislation will be a part of the effort.
CONCLUSION 

The City of Moreno Valley General Plan continues to serve as an effective guide for orderly growth and development, preservation and conservation of open space and natural resources. The document also provides for the efficient expenditure of public funds.

As illustrated in the attachments provided with this document, completed public projects are in conformance with the City’s General Plan goals, objectives, policies and programs for each representative element. The City of Moreno Valley’s legislative bodies have used the 2006 General Plan as a primary source of long-range planning and policy direction. Future work activity that is consistent with these efforts will continue to guide future growth and preserve the quality of life within the community.  

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The City of Moreno Valley is committed to implementing the adopted General Plan, Development Code and Design Guidelines. The Development Code and Design Guidelines, combined with the adopted Landscape Guidelines, are major tools to implement the General Plan.  

The purpose of this Annual Report is to highlight significant accomplishments and summarize ongoing General Plan projects that the City of Moreno Valley has been working on since January of 2015.  A major function of this report is to acknowledge and evaluate the ongoing implementation of the General Plan.  Major accomplishments include key projects that demonstrate how the City of Moreno Valley is carrying out the policy and vision of the General Plan. This report is prepared in accordance with Section 65040.5 of the California Government Code. As the City did not submit a report in 2015, major accomplishments between January 2015 and December 2016 are provided.
Major Accomplishments in 2015 through 2016 
Major development projects reviewed and approved in January 2015 through December 2016 are as follows:  
2015

· PA14-0033 (Conditional Use Permit), PA14-0032 (Tentative Tract Map No. 34544): A Tentative Tract Map 34544 and a Conditional Use Permit for a Planned Unit Development for subdivision of 9.4 acres parcel to 72 single family detached unit condominium complex including common recreation areas.  Located at the north side of Cottonwood Avenue and east of Perris Boulevard. This project was withdrawn prior to action by the Planning Commission. 
· PA13-0063 (Plot Plan), P13-130 (Environmental Impact Report (EIR)): A Plot Plan for the construction of a 1,109,378 square foot warehouse building on 50.68 net acres with the demolition of an existing warehouse facility.  The project site is in the Moreno Valley Industrial Area Specific Plan 208.  Approval of this project required the review and certification of an EIR. Located at 17300 Perris Blvd, northeast corner of Perris Boulevard and Modular Way.
· PA15-0010 (Tentative Tract Map 36882): Tentative Tract Map 36882 subdivides 9.4 gross acres into 40 single-family residential lots. Located at the south side of Brodiaea Avenue approximately 600 feet west of Moreno Beach Drive.
· PA15-0002 (Plot Plan), P15-003 (Revised Tentative Tract Map 35414): Plot Plan with hearing for a 266 unit multiple-family apartment project with a revised Tentative Tract Map. Located at 21595 Box Springs Road.
· PA14-0038 (Municipal Code Amendment): This amendment included the Density Bonus Ordinance related to Energy Efficiency. The City of Moreno Valley amended Chapter 9.03 of the City’s Municipal Code to establish a density bonus for multi-family residential projects that incorporate energy efficiency and other green building standards and exceed the California building standards code
2016

· P15-066 (Tentative Tract Map 36933), P15-067 (Amended Conditional Use Permit): A Tentative Tract Map and Conditional Use Permit was approved for a Residential Planned Unit Development consisting of 274 residential units with various common open space amenities such as pocket parks, walking trails and a recreation facility. Located at the southeast corner of Fir Avenue and Eucalyptus Avenue.
· PA14-0011: (Municipal Code Amendment) – The proposed amendment (PA14-0011) includes various clarifications and text clean-ups amending several zoning regulations contained in Title 9 of the City of Moreno Valley Municipal Code. The proposed amendments include technical corrections to further internal Municipal Code consistency, including additions of definitions, changes to the Permitted Uses Table, and changes to massage facilities to be in agreement with changes that have been made to Title 11 (Peace, Morals, and Safety) of the Municipal Code. Minor changes were also made to truck idling times in Title 12 (Vehicles and Traffic), and hours of operation for construction and grading in Title 8 (Building and Construction).

· PA15-0047 (Tentative Parcel Map 37058), PA15-0048 (Master Plot Plan), PA15-0049 (Conditional Use Permit), PA15-0050 (Plot Plan), PA15-0051 (Conditional Use Permit), PA16-0012 (Plot Plan): The Quarter Project included  the  subdivision of a 8.54 acres into six parcels for the development of two hotels, a service station with convenience store, a multiple tenant retail building and future development of a fast food restaurant with drive-through and retail building. 12490 Day Street.
· PA16-0025 (Smoke Shop Regulations): A Municipal Code Amendment in Title 9 and Title 11 pertaining to the regulation of Smoke Shop uses citywide.
· PA14-0027 (Plot Plan): A Plot Plan for a new 39 unit apartment complex on 2.6 acre site. The project includes seven two-story multi-unit buildings.  The multi-unit buildings include one 3-unit, one 5-unit, two 6-unit, one 8-unit, one 10-unit, and a leasing office building with one manager-unit. The unit mix includes 18 two-bedroom apartments and 21 three-bedroom apartments. A total of 109 parking spaces are proposed including 31 surface parking spaces, 8 garage spaces, and 70 covered carports. The project is located at 23778 and 23798 Hemlock Avenue, east of Swages Lane.
· PA15-0046 (Plot Plan), P16-083 (Variance): Plot Plan for development of a 438 unit apartment project on approximately 18 acres of a 27.41 acre site.  Project includes a mix of 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom and 3 bedroom units in fifteen 2-story buildings and two 4-story buildings. Located near the southeast corner of Alessandro Boulevard and Brodiaea Avenue.
· PA16-0039 (Plot Plan): This Plot Plan application approved 272 multi-family apartments (1 and 2 story buildings). There will be four building types with a range of one to three bedrooms, a community building, and detached garages and carports on 19.82 acres of land. Located southeasterly of Alessandro Boulevard and Perris Boulevard. 
GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
The General Plan and the Development Code gives the City of Moreno Valley the tools necessary to guide the development of the City into the next century. Implementation of the General Plan includes key projects that demonstrate how the City of Moreno Valley is carrying out the policy and vision of the Plan.
The Planning Commission held public hearings on amendments to the General Plan and the Development Code.  The Planning Commission recommended approval of the amendments, and they were forwarded to the City Council for final approval. As the City did not provide an Annual Report in 2015, projects representing General Plan Implementation are provided from January 2015 to December 2016.
General Plan Implementation in 2015 through 2016 
The following General Plan related projects reviewed and approved in January 2015 through December 2016 are as follows:  

2015

· PA14-0042 (Plot Plan), PA14-0043 (General Plan Amendment), PA14-0044 (Zone Change): A General Plan Amendment from Commercial (C) to Residential 20 (R20) and Zone Change from Community Commercial (CC) to Residential 20 (R20) for development of a Plot Plan for a 112 unit apartment project on 6.63 acres. The project proposes 14 two-story buildings with a mix of 1 and 2 bedroom units to include vehicle parking within carports and garages.
· PA12-0010 (General Plan Amendment), PA12-0011 (Development Agreement), PA12-0012 (Change of Zone), PA12-0013 (Specific Plan), PA21-0014 (Annexation), PA12-0015 (Tentative Parcel Map No. 36457), P12-016 (Environmental Impact Report): The proposed World Logistics Center (WLC) project involves approximately 3,818 acres of property. The project includes a General Plan Amendment to change the land use for the project area to Business Park/Light Industrial (BP) and Open Space (OS), which includes associated modifications to the Community Development Element, Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element, Circulation Element, Safety Element, and Conservation Element. The project also includes a Specific Plan for 2,610 acres of the project area to establish vision and development regulations for up to 40.6 million square feet of logistic development, and light logistics land uses, predominantly in the form of large high-cube industrial warehouse and distribution centers, and approximately 20,000 square feet of logistics support (e.g. fueling, associated retail). The proposed Change of Zone resulted in changes to the zoning atlas to reflect the designated areas for Logistics Development (LD), Light Logistics (LL) and Open Space (OS) for the entire project area both within and outside the proposed Specific Plan boundary. Eighty-five (85) acres of land at the northwest corner of Alessandro Boulevard and Gilman Springs Road within the Specific Plan boundary would be pre-zoned for LD as intended for a subsequent Annexation to the City.  The project also includes Tentative Parcel Map No. 36457, which divides property for finance and conveyance purposes only and a Development Agreement between the City and Highland Fairview for only real estate within the Specific Plan boundary in which Highland Fairview has a legal or equitable interest (approximately 2,263 acres). Approval of the project included the repeal of the current Moreno Highlands Specific Plan No. 212-1.
· PA14-0038 (General Plan Amendment): Energy Efficiency General Plan Amendment - The General Plan Amendment consists of an update to the Conservation Element of the City’s General Plan to include a detailed discussion of energy efficiency.  Section 7.6.3 “Energy Efficiency” has been developed within the existing framework of the City’s General Plan.  The General Plan Amendment text provides an overview of the larger context of energy efficiency policy, and the City’s approved Energy Efficiency, Climate Action Strategy and Greenhouse Gas Analysis. The final General Plan Amendment provides useful information that furthers energy efficiency and the reduction of greenhouse gas, and can be integrated into the planning efforts for use by the general public, private developers, city staff or other governmental entities
2016

There were no General Plan Amendment approvals to report from January 2016 to December 2016.

